Jesus Is The Hero Of The Whole Bible
HREERXZNEA

(Song of Songs: A Test Case) / (FEF : — M E )

The Centrality of Christ in the Scriptures
EEEZZFHFOME

e David Murray: “Jesus Christ is the towering figure of world history. As such, He casts a bright
shadow not only forward over all post-Bethlehem history but also backward over all Old Testament
history that led up to Him. He is the person to whom and from whom all history flows. His
luminous shadow brightens both BC and AD...”
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e Norman Geisler: “Christ is presented as the tie between the Testaments, the content of the whole
canon, and the unifying theme within each book of the Bible.”
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e Christopher J. H. Wright: “The Old Testament tells the story which Jesus completes.”
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e Donald Juel: “The beginnings of Christian reflection can be traced to the interpretations of Israel’s

Scriptures, and the major focus of that scriptural interpretation was Jesus, the crucified and risen
Messiah.”
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The Key Question to Always Ask: How does this text point to Christ?
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“Jesus is the hero of the Bible. The Old Testament anticipated Him, and the New Testament explains
him. This affirmation is not a novel idea. The church fathers were thoroughly Christocentric in their
preaching. After all, they received it from the apostles, and they received it from Jesus. Jesus teaches us
in Luke 24 that all of Scripture is about Him — all of it.... Therefore, we dare not treat the Old
Testament...as a Jewish Rabbi would.” Danny Akin
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1. Faithfully and fully preaching any text of Scripture requires a knowledge of biblical theology. Don
Carson notes that: “BT answers the question, “How has God revealed his word historically and
organically?” BT studies the theology of individual biblical books (e.g., Isaiah, the Gospel of John
[Song of Songs]), of select collections within the Bible (e.g., the Pentateuch, wisdom literature, the
Gospels, Paul’s letters, John’s writings), and then traces out themes as they develop across time



within the canon (e.g., the way the theme of the temple [or shepherd] develops, in several directions,

to fill out a “whole Bible” theology of the temple). At the least four priorities are essential:
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1) Read the Bible progressively as a historically developing collection of documents. God did not
provide his people with all of the Bible at once.
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2) Presuppose that the Bible is coherent. The Bible has many human authors but one divine
Author, and he never contradicts himself.
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3) Work inductively from the text — from individual books and from themes that run through the
Bible as a whole. Students of BT recognize that their subject matter is exclusively the Bible.
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4) Make theological connections within the entire Bible that the Bible itself authorizes. One way to
do this is to trace the trajectory of themes straight through the Bible. (“How to Read the Bible
and Do Theology Well,” 9-24-15; Gospel Coalition).
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2. When it comes to interpreting and preaching the Song of Solomon, three themes, for example, can be
highlighted and traced:
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1) Song of Songs takes us back to what marriage was like before the Fall in Genesis 3 when there
was no “battle of the sexes.” (note the garden imagery).
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2) Song of Songs looks forward to what a redeemed marriage in Christ looks like in Ephesians
5:22-33.
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3) Song of Songs typifies the pursuit of a Shepherd-King for His bride, one that finds climatic and
eschatological fulfillment in the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” in Revelation 19:1-10. (Note
again that the theme of the shepherd is one of the richest in all of the Bible.)
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Song of Songs is a theological and lyrical masterpiece that shows what marriage between a man
and woman ought to be. And, by way of analogy, it is easy to see how the bride and bridegroom
in this Song portray to us God and Israel, Christ and His church, the Savior and His people.
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The Song anticipates and points us to a Shepherd-Bridegroom-King whose name is Jesus, a
bridegroom who “loved the church [His bride] and gave Himself for her” (Eph. 5:25). It should
not surprise us that the Song of Songs is messianic and Christological. After all, Jesus Himself
said of the Scriptures in John 5:39, “They testify about Me.” This, then, would include the Song
of Songs.
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12 Components of Christ-Centered Expository Preaching
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1) Christ-centered preaching follows a holistic hermeneutic.
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Historical — grammatical — theological — Christological
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Scripture drives and determines, shapes and forms, the sermon as it was given by God thru the human
author. A text cannot mean today what it did not mean then. But, it may mean more than the human
author understood (sensus plenary).

2EARFEGYFRE, BEHFVEAHE, TWHBEEAREZRTEE—H, —BEXHSKRIT

RRAFCLHFITEANEN., EE, CHEXTHRILAREELIHMERNESTE, ERAMN

BRY B E X,

2) Christ-centered preaching honors the Grand Redemptive Storyline of the Bible.
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Creation — Fall — Redemption — New Creation
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The Bible is “His Story.” We find out place in that Story.

2ERMAEE, RMNEEZ N REFFRIECTHMNE,

3) Christ-centered preaching follows the pattern of Jesus and the apostles revealed in the Bible.
DEEN PN ERER L PR TR R,

All of the Bible is about Christ! The incarnation of the Son of God is the key that unlocks the meaning
of the whole Bible (Luke 24:25-27, 44-49; John 5:39; 2 Cor. 1:20; Heb. 1:1-3).
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4) Christ-centered preaching sees Jesus as the hero and focus of the whole Bible.
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It always asks the question: how does this text relate to or anticipate or typify the person and work of
Christ? Solomon is a Shepherd-King pursuing a bride that he makes his own. Because of his great
love for her (8:5-14), he puts her heart at rest (ch. 1), intimately cares for her and can speak of her as




beautiful and perfect (or “flawless”).
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5) Christ-centered preaching will be rigorously theocentric/Christocentric and not

Anthropocentric.
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Look for the God/Christ vision in the text. What does this text teach me about God? How does it
point to Christ?
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6) Christ-centered preaching always begins with and honors the historical-grammatical, but it
does not stop there. It always includes the theological and Christological.
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7) When interpreting the Bible, especially the Old Testament, Christ-centered preaching looks
for “sweeping themes” such as redemptive promises, prophecies, types, examples, patterns,
and persons that point to or anticipate Christ. This is not allegory.
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8) Christ-centered preaching avoids the snares of moralism and legalism that promotes pride
(self-righteousness) on one side and despair (self-condemnation) on the other.
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This is the danger of focusing on man and not God in so much contemporary preaching.
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9) Christ-centered preaching reminds us that we don’t need to be good to be saved, we need a
Savior (rescuer) to be saved.
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10) Christ-centered preaching sees Genesis 3:15 as a crucial interpretive key that unlocks the

unfolding drama of redemption.
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This is the protoevangelium, the first gospel promise. Let it be a key hermeneutical guide.
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11) Christ-centered preaching utilizes the Fallen Condition Focus principle of Bryan Chapell
(Christ-Centered Preaching) (FCF) that ask, “what is there in this text that shows man’s need
that requires the grace of God (a Savior) for resolution?”
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12) Christ-centered preaching recognizes that what we say is more important than how we say it,
but how we say it has never been more important. We preach Christ, but we should proclaim
Him well!
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Specific Christological Themes Gleaned From The Song of Songs
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There is a wonderful King whose name is above all other names (1:1-4; cf Phil. 2:9-10).
A—aPpmBEL, a8 T 742 (1:1-4; SR 2:9-10) .
This king (1:4) is also a shepherd (1:7-8; cf. Sam 1:16-17; Ps. 23; Mic 5:2; John 10:11; Heb. 13:20;
1 Peter 5:4; Rev. 7:17) who is a King-Shepherd-Bridegroom who cares for his sheep as “the
shepherd and overseer of [our]souls” (1 Peter 2:25) (1:5-14). He adorns his bride’s cheeks while he
gave His own cheeks to a brutal beating as the Servant-Shepherd-King (cf the servant songs of
Isaiah).
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Our Shepherd-King gives us rest under His shadow and nourishes and sustains us with the fruit of
His care (2:1-7; cf Ps. 34:8; Matt. 11:28). We, not He, are the “lily of the valley” he has rescued
from the “thorns” (NIV) of the curse. He declares His love for us publicly with the “banner of love”
(2:4) of His cross.
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Our Shepherd-King is the great seeker! He calls us to Himself with love and tenderness (2:8-17;
Matt 11:28; John 6:37).
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Our Shepherd-King is also the “Captain of our salvation” (Heb. 2:10) who has hunted down and
defeated the “little foxes™ that can destroy our lives and marriages (2:15).
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Like Mary Magdalene in the garden, we should seek our King, even in times of darkness, and hold
tightly to Him when we find Him (3:1-5; see John 20:1-18). also Jere. 29:13-14 and O’Donnell’s
commentary on Song of Songs, p. 71).
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We should long for the coming of our Shepherd-King with His armies, crowned as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords (3:6-11; Rev. 19:1-21). Hear the words of Jonathan Edwards: “The church shall
be brought to the full enjoyment of her bridegroom, having all tears wiped away from her eyes; and
there shall be no distance or absence. She shall then be brought to the entertainments of an eternal
wedding feast, and to dwell forever with her bridegroom; yea, to dwell eternally in his embraces.
Then Christ will give her his loves; and she shall drink her fill, yea, she shall swim in the ocean of
his love.” (Edward, “The Church’s Marriage,” 22).

KN LBERNWHAB I FEMANER N, R EUTIZE, TEZTWER

(3:6-115 5 19:1-21) . HHNLFE-ZREZNE: “RafRFATHFTHTLHNFZLZ
B, HIRFW—URERERE S, BRAER, CERE LB HOF ROk B E 8
RZ R, StEARTEMEHEFEE; 28, MEXTEEMNITET. A, 2HELH



WEWG M REEREL, BN, MEAMZWEFE T HiF. ” (X%, “The Church’s
Marriage,” 22, )

8) The love of the Shepherd-King has transformed a timid, shy and insecure woman into a beautiful,
radiant bride because she is the object of His love. She has “no flaw” (4:7) because He has loved her
and made her so! This is how our Bridegroom sees us through His imputed righteousness. The
intimacy we enjoy with this Bridegroom is without parallel in this world! (cf. Rev. 19:7-8). (4:1-
5:1).
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9) In spite of our sinful and foolish rebuffs, our Shepherd-King continually seeks our presence. He
stands at the door knocking, inviting His people to let Him in (5:2-8; Rev. 3:20).
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10) There is no King like this King! 5:9-16 (which is almost apocalyptic) should be read in context with
the royal wedding song of Psalm 45 and Rev. 1:13-16. The similarities and parallels are striking and
evident. Further, His matchless love for His bride is unparalleled! (6:1-10). Once again, He sees her
as beautiful (6:4) and perfect (6:9). The garden of Eden has been regained (6:2).
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11) Because of the work of Christ, our Bridegroom sees us as beautiful beyond compare (7:1-9). We are
His and He is ours now and forever (7:10).
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12) Our Shepherd-King is not only our Master, Lord, Savior, and King, He is also our brother (8:1; cf
Heb. 2:11-17). But, unlike the bride who takes her husband to her house (8:2), one day our
Shepherd-King will take us to the home He has prepared for us (John 14:1-3).
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13) Song of Solomon 8:5-14 should be taught in the context of 1 Cor. 13 and 1 John 4:7-21, the 3 great
“love” texts in the Bible. The love shared between the Shepherd-King and the Bride compels her to
call to him to leave the “garden” (8:13) and come to her (8:14). The Bible ends in exactly the same
way as the Bride of Christ pleads with the Bridegroom to come for her (Rev. 22: 17, 20). O’Donnell
again says it well: “It is my contention and others’ that this ending leaves us longing for more. The
Song of Songs ends with this eschatological angst. What’s going to happen next?... In Revelation
22:20, this is how the book ends, how the Bible ends: in the last chapter and verse of our Bibles, our
Lord Jesus/the Bridegroom says, “Surely I am coming soon,” and the Church/the bride says, “Come”
(v. 17), “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” (22:20). Make haste! That’s how the Bible ends. That’s how
the Song ends.” (O’ Donnell, p. 132).
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And so we all wait for our Shepherd-Bridegroom-King to come and get us!

B, HAVHEFEERATBEA. FE. BERERA]!



IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS (SLIGHTLY REVISED)
— MR X FHE BB

Jesus is the true and better Adam, who passed the test in the wilderness, not the garden, and whose
obedience is imputed to us.
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Jesus is the true and better Abel, who, though innocently slain by wicked hands, has blood that now cries
out, not for our condemnation but for our acquittal.
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Jesus is the better Ark of Noah who carries us safely thru the wrath of God revealed from heaven and
delivers us to a new earth.
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Jesus is the true and better Abraham, who answered the call of God to leave all that is comfortable and
familiar and go out into the world not knowing where he went to create a new people of God.
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Jesus is the true and better Isaac, who was not just offered up by his father on the mount but was truly
sacrificed for us. When God said to Abraham, "Now I know you love me because you did not withhold
your son, your only son whom you love from me" (cf. Gen. 22:16-18), now we can look at God taking
his Son up the mountain of Calvary and sacrificing him and say, Now we know that you love us
because you did not withhold your Son, your only Son, whom you love, from us."
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Jesus is the true and better Jacob, who wrestled and took the blow of justice we deserved, so we, like
Jacob, only receive the wounds of grace to wake us up and discipline us.
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Jesus is the true and better Joseph, who at the right hand of the king forgives those who betrayed him
and sold him and uses his new power to save them.
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Jesus is the true and better Moses, who stands in the gap between the people and the Lord and who
mediates a new covenant.
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Jesus it the true and better Rock of Moses, who was struck with the rod of God’s justice and now gives
us living water in the desert.
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Jesus it the true and better Joshua, who leads us into a land of eternal rest and heavenly blessing.
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Jesus it the better Ark of the Covenant, who topples and disarms the idols of this world, going Himself
into enemy territory and making an open spectacle of them all.
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Jesus it the true and better Job, the truly innocent sufferer, who then intercedes for and saves his stupid
friends.
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Jesus it the true and better David, whose victory becomes his people’s victory, though they never lifted a
stone to accomplish it themselves.
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Jesus it the true and better Esther, who did not just risk leaving an earthly palace but lost the ultimate
and heavenly one, who did not just risk his life, but gave his life to save his people.
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Jesus is the true and better Daniel, having been lowered into a lion’s den of death, emerges early the
next morning alive and vindicated by His God.
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Jesus it the true and better Jonah, who was cast into the storm so that we safely could be brought in.
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Jesus it the real Passover Lamb, innocent, perfect, helpless, slain, so the angel of death will pass over us.
He is the true temple, the true prophet, the true priest, the true king, the true sacrifice, the true lamb, the
true light, and the true bread.
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The Bible really is not about you is it? —it is all about Him.”
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(Tim Keller, “It’s All About Jesus,” Theology and Quotes, 12-4-06).

(2 EX-HL%, “It’s All About Jesus,” Theology and Quotes, 2006 4= 12 A 4 H, )




